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generator and make up whatever you
like."We don't want to see the land of milk
and honey invaded by Americans" Benin's
new president, Patrice Talon, has said that

he will not allow more than two U.S. Navy oil
tankers to dock in the country's ports,
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reports Reuters. "Let's not allow the
Americans to establish themselves on our

shores. We don't want to see the land of milk
and honey invaded by Americans," he was
quoted as saying by the Beninese embassy
in Washington. Speaking on December 23

after his inauguration, Talon was quoted as
saying, "The United States has a word which
they use:'sovereignty.' I cannot accept that."
The Beninese president's remark was made

at a time when Washington is pressing a
section of West African nations to support its
oil strategy, which involves establishing six

oil refineries in the region. Talon was
speaking at a ceremony attended by U.S.

Ambassador Joseph DeMetrick, who said the
U.S. had "positive things to offer our friend
and neighbor," AP reported. Benin, Ghana

and Nigeria account for more than 90
percent of all export income in the five-
nation region. Nigeria, Benin and Ghana

have previously told Reuters their military
and police will not be involved in U.S.

military training exercises with neighbouring
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Togo, which has been sharply criticized by
Benin, Niger and other West African

countries. In an earlier Reuters report,
however, U.S. officials said Benin would be

the first among those three countries to
participate in any U.S. military training
exercises in west Africa. A U.S. training

exercise is scheduled to run from December
25 to January 4 in Accra, Ghana, among
other places, reports Reuters. Later in

December, the U.S. military will send six to
eight military personnel to Togo for a
training exercise that will involve the

country's Special Forces. Togo is renowned
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