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Festival, founded in 1959 and organised every year since, is a festival of Italian popular music held in the city of Sanremo, in Italy. The festival is an
event of the Sanremo Music Festival Association. History The Sanremo Music Festival was founded in 1959 as a competition between contemporary
popular Italian composers. It is considered to be one of the biggest annual song festivals in Italy. The festival’s first edition was held in 1960, with 55
competitors, from which only a few were admitted to the finals. From the first edition to 1972, Sanremo Music Festival had no official program, but just
one night of music, broadcast live on RAI. From 1973, the festival started to include a competition with popular songs (in which the songwriter was also
evaluated), the number of participants increased dramatically (from 5,000 to 15,000 in 1972), and the festival expanded in time and geographical scope.
In 1979, the Italian music journalist Mario Sammarco, who was the president of the Association at that time, proposed the creation of the Public
Company Sanremo Music Festival, so that the organizers could finance the festival and conduct it according to a general and rational plan. The company
was created with the title Sanremo Music Festival S.p.A. (public limited company), and its
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