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With the approach of September, Northern Black-footed Penguins begin their annual molting process. These magnificent creatures have a very short breeding season, from April to June, and then have a prolonged nesting season, from June to September, when they spend the days sitting on an ice block eating penguin eggs,

known as kleptoparasitism. Although this season is only about two months, Northern Black-footed Penguins make some major changes to their appearance to prepare for this period. During molting, which is a shedding of their outer shells of feathers, they begin to grow new feathers. Penguins have four different types of
feathers, which are also called plumage. The adults have a combination of their basic plumage and their summer plumage. Some of the colors show how different they are, and the black-footed penguins have two different black-colored plumages; one is the basic plumage, which is their defense plumage, and the other is a

bright white plumage which they use to attract potential mates. Penguins from the northern portion of their range in California and Alaska have a third white plumage in the summer. They also have a fourth and final type of plumage which is black with a pronounced white beak; this is their egg-laying plumage. The penguin’s
head also changes color when molting. The neck feathers change from a dark brown to a pale tan with streaks of brown, the back feathers change from black to tan, and the flight feathers, which are shorter and
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