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In my case this is the line: Directory.GetFiles(directoryLoc, "*" & searchStrings & "*",
SearchOption.AllDirectories) I can see that I got a lot of sub-folders, but they are so big that it

takes some time to list them. I mean, as you know there are about 2000 files, and I only want to
show the files which matches a name. Is there a way to just list the files fast without taking so

much time and with the right format? A: All of this... Directory.GetFiles(directoryLoc, "*" &
searchStrings & "*", SearchOption.AllDirectories) ...is going to cause a performance hit no
matter how you turn it. That is because the GetFiles(...) method is looking inside each sub-

directory and returning a single file list, because the current directory is being walked. Instead,
you can use this method, to instead just be given a list of the files matching the searchStrings

and only return one or more results at a time. Directory.EnumerateFiles(directoryLoc,
searchStrings, SearchOption.AllDirectories) ...is going to return all of the results, including the

searchStrings, and therefore return the extra overhead of the enumaratefilter, and the garbage
collector is going to complain when the results are no longer needed because the user never

looked at them. List files = new List(); foreach (string file in
Directory.EnumerateFiles(directoryLoc, searchStrings, SearchOption.AllDirectories)) { if

(File.Exists(file)) { files.Add(file); } } The EnumerateFiles(...) method is going to enumerate sub-
directories, and then for each of those it will return one or more matching files. This is a much
simpler method. It does, however, require that the searchStrings have been properly escaped
with the @ symbols (my example uses the ReverseWildcardDirectories option) so that the file
names do not match the searchStrings. The default option is the AllDirectories option, but you
can use the ExcludeSubDirectories option if you want to ignore the sub-directories you do not
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