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depending on your view of microsoft and its products, a lot of these features were inevitably
going to be cut, not because they weren't needed, but because, as well-intentioned as they
were, they were never going to be anything more than useless eye candy, that's all they ever
were. i might be wrong, but i doubt it. it would also be remiss to not note that the image above
was an animation designed by product designer jamie pedder, who also happens to be the guy
who was responsible for the windows live tiles. i'm not sure how much i want to talk about the
sidebar, other than to say that it was going to be a big deal, and a lot of the things i just stated
above were going to be built around it, which is fine with me. it was going to be a place where
you could find things you didn't even know you needed to find, and that's a very cool thing to
be able to have. at any rate, there's a chance that some of those things could make it into
windows 7, but at this point, i doubt that they will. windows 7 is still, and will continue to be, a
very good operating system, even if i don't like everything about it. even if you don't like
windows 7, you can't deny its usability. i personally love it, and i'm never going to complain
about the way it feels or functions. in fact, i even think that windows 7 is better than the
competition when it comes to usability. however, if you haven't bought into the new paradigm, i
don't think you can blame microsoft for the ugliness that is windows vista. i love the os, but it
didn't get the love and appreciation it deserved, and that's because it didn't live up to the lofty
standards it was working towards.
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with longhorn, microsoft has a new vision for the future of windows, where people's computers
aren't just for working -- they're for living. longhorn is going to be able to do what no other os

on the market can do -- bring entertainment to your living room or office, when you want it. the
new sidebar included a "taskbar" at the bottom of the screen which is also the left-side of the

screen, allowing users to easily close programs, move programs from one side of the screen to
the other, etc. it also included a new windows icon that looks more like a recycle bin, which

could be emptied to free up the space used by programs. overall, the new sidebar was a clean,
easy-to-use interface that was far more polished and easier-to-use than the windows 95 ui.

longrun was a reboot to start out work on componentizing the features which may be intended
for an actual os release. longhorn was going to be more than just the operating system and its

features. it was going to be an entertainment center, built from the ground up around the
functionality of the sidebar. microsoft windows vista ultimate was the first 32-bit operating

system to require more than 1 gb of ram. this was necessitated by the inclusion of a second 3d
video card, as well as some features required for virtual pc support (including support for the

additional graphics cards). longhorn would ship with over 3 gb of ram, which is the largest
amount of ram ever shipped in a windows operating system. microsoft shipped windows 7

home premium at the same time as longhorn, but this is simply a 32-bit version of the windows
vista business edition with a few small changes to the product. at the time, microsoft said that

windows 7 would be the last 32-bit windows operating system shipped. 5ec8ef588b
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