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Toyota Motor North America, Inc. (TMNA), established in 1999, is responsible for
marketing and sales activities in the United States. Toyota Motor Sales (TMS), a unit
of TMNA, sells all types of Toyota and Lexus vehicles, as well as vehicle parts and
accessories. Toyota (toyota.co.jp/en) launched the Prius in the U.S. in 1997 and
today it is one of the world's leading zero-emissions vehicle (ZEV) brands. Toyota is
dedicated to advancing the art of sustainable mobility and is committed to bringing
innovative solutions to enhance the lives of people everywhere. Toyota explores
new technologies and ideas, spurs fundamental and applied research, and invests in
networks of people and partners who share its vision. Travis joined Toyota Ventures
after serving for 3 years at Mitsu Bikes, where he was the head of distributed
content, machine learning, and AI. Previously, he was the founder and CEO of
Dentsai and chief education officer at Heptio. Travis has a diverse background in
both the public and private sectors, including roles in quality assurance, information
assurance, marketing, and management consulting. Prior to joining Toyota
Ventures, Benjamin worked in product design and strategy roles at several
companies. He has worked on the interior design of electric bikes and on the
historical design of horses for historical society museums. Prior to joining Toyota
Ventures, Brian co-founded Vento, a packaging application that managed the supply
chain of a multi-unit e-commerce retailer. He also served in leadership roles at
WaterNest, a food production system. Previously, he was a Vice President at
Disney’s Interactive Media Group, and was executive director of the Disney
Innovation Lab, a 12-week student program for Disney’s top college students. Brian
has a Master’s degree from The Ohio State University and Bachelor’s degree in
industrial design from the University of Oregon.
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Lee is director of manufacturing operations at TFS, and is responsible for oversight
of all Toyota’s factories in North America and Japan. Prior to coming to TFS, he
worked for more than 20 years at BMW of North America, where he served as
Director of Manufacturing and Lead Project Manager. He is a graduate of the

University of Michigan and received his MBA from New York University. Ray joined
Toyota from Ford Motor Company, where he was a vice president of engineering.
Prior to that, he was the project manager for the American-made F-150 and the F-
Series production and assembly plants at TMS. Throughout his career at Ford, Ray

contributed to the assembly of more than one million Ford vehicles and oversaw the
assembly of the Ranger and Explorer. Before joining Ford, Ray served two years as

a Navy pilot. Nathaniel contributes his legal background and knowledge of the
regulatory process in advising Toyota Ventures on structures and transactions. He

also oversees its legal and data management functions. Beaker is managing
director of blockchain-focused Toyota Ventures. His portfolio includes several crypto

projects that invest in both infrastructure technology and consumer-facing
blockchain solutions. He also consults to a wide range of businesses on blockchain
use cases, including Toyota itself. Priyanka has led Toyota’s global communications
strategy and co-launched two innovation technology hubs. Prior to Toyota, she was

an executive at a digital innovation firm, developing programs to support new
media brands. Katie joined Toyota in 2013 and has been a driving force in

developing the growth of Toyota Ventures. She has been an instrumental part of our
partnerships and collaborations with the Toyota Motor Corporation, Bill & Melinda

Gates Foundation, and United Nations Development Program. 5ec8ef588b
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